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"If the variational problems conta.in derivCilt:i~es not higher
first order the method of.finite differenc.e can be subordinated to the
Rayleigh~Ritz methodby considering in the competition only functi-
ons </J which are linear in the meshes of ci. suh-division Gfour 11 .

triangles formed by diagonals of the squa.res of the net.
lyhedral functions the integra.ls become sums expressed by
number of values öf 4> in the net-points and 'be minimum.
become our difference equations. Such aninte ...ati

which provides great flexibility
considerable practical value. Instead of stat't,'
rectangular net we may consider front th~ anyp
faces with edges over an prefel'a.bly tria..
Our i~ltegrals again becorne finite SUlns, dminimum condi!
will be equatiol1s for the values of 4> in thenet-points, While these
equations seem less simple than the original djfference equations, we
gain the enormous advantage of better adaptabUity to the d&t& 0:
problem and thus we can often obta.in 1000 results with
numerical calculation." .
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